[Childhood hypoglycemia - still a challenge].
Hypoglycemia in the infant is potentially hazardous to the central nervous system(CNS), and any delay in solving the problem may impose irreversible sequelae. The aim of this review is to provide basic knowledge to the pediatrician to adequately deal with a hypoglycemic patient. Bibliographic review was performed in the Medline for the last 10 years, and the most pertinent papers were selected. Even today, there are discrepancies as for the best conduct in the hyperinsulinemic patients. The surgical or clinical approaches have had the support of very important authors. Some state that the best choice is the total pancreatectomy, in which 95% of the pancreas is removed, with all its long-term sequelae, while others emphasize the preservation of the pancreas with drug therapy instead of pancreatectomy. The doctor who takes care of a hypoglycemic child has to remember that the biggest task is to preserve the CNS integrity, and all the efforts must be made to provide an adequate glucose supply to the brain, otherwise irreversible consequences will ensue.